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8tudent coniidstes were scresned on a point hacls. IT “is backgrouad

revealed any religious affilintion, hovever amall, he was disqualified. If
he passed this first obvstacle, he was thon inveatigated to determine if he
had some connactlon, fawily or ctherwise, with persons who balonged to the
old Crarist ruling or intellectual classss, A relationshiy to anyone waa
had beon in banking, commexce or manufacturing would approsiably lecsen
his chances. Noxtu, he was tected orn the number of Commuaist-sponsored
youth organizations he had Jolned, euch d4s the Communist Plonears and the
KOMBOMOL (Committee of Boviet Youth). If ho had bean vary active i such
organizations his chancas for selection were mush ilmproved. If he had
neglected tham altogother his chances were lessened, Ths fiaal point in
selaction vas an entrance examinatien to prove hie fitnegs for higher
education. Good Cemmunistsz, oy thoss with Communist conneotion could get
by this examination with poor grales. Cthers had to pass with a grade of
fair or better.
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The decision wos made by the Tirection (Governing Board) of the
niversity. e dlrection always took into consileration the recommszdation
of the sxamining professor but was mot slwava suided by 1+, Tn 10LY, rigia
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pricrities were exercised im the assignment of studeabs for higher Fl
studies. The best students Were rirst offared to the department e
of Electrotechnical engineering, after that to Mechanical engineer- ]
ing. Civil engineering came next and at the bottom of the priority
list was Chemistry which usually received the least apt of the stu-
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denls.
It 25X1
e
These methods were standard throughout the USSP. most of 25X1
the large universities in the USSR and found the methcds were the
same every where,
3. 25X1
dis choice was limited to the institutions neares: his home, If he
wighed %o gn to & more distant place he would first have to get per-
mission from what was then known as the NKVD, No cne could leave
his native balliwlck without such peimission,
6. 25X1
Textbocke wers elther thoee tranaslated to the Russian from a foreign
tengue o those composed and written by Ruzsians. Tranclacions were

most frequently used and probably the only ones of good qualitye Rus-
sian toxts were in small supply and usually week in quality. Actually, {
the Scviets chome the beost texts from the worldd cvailable libravies
and hed them translatod into Russian. Moat wore Gorman authored and
| . . thess were cheap and in good supply. The basic toxi books in Chemis-
try at the Univereity of Kiev| |all othar Baviet Uni. 25X1
versitles, were: ,
Irorganischs Chemiad by Richter =-= Jorman
Baais of Chemistry by Mandalgojar ~- Russien
Inorgeniasche Chemie by Srdmann -- Garman
Inorganicche Chomie by Edllsmenn -- German
Asalytical Chemiztry by Treadwell -- US
Analytical Chemistry by Nagy -- U8

You will note that only oxe of these books is by a Sovist author and
that half are by Germans. Most tranalated textboeke contained many
errors but those that were translated in Germany by Russien language ;
experts were excellent.

PRESENTATION OF COURSES

. L 25%1
. tudents attended large lecture courses given by a zgofesscr aad the :
lectures vere discussed in seminar groups of 30 to students under
the supervision of an assistant professor. Classes started at sevan-~
thirty e.m. and erded at ten p.m., with a cne howr break for lunch
and & small break at the dinner hour. This regime was in efffect six
days a week.
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four. hours of analyticel laboretory work per week were devoted
to Cheudistry by students majoring in this field. Ia additicnpgtudents
Cwould spend every aveilsble free moment in the latoratory, but
there were precious few free moments.

Icdividual {4struction was ferbidden. EHowever, a good Communist
student who was doing poorly im his studies could usually "drr'anke" 1
oy "voluntary help" from cne of the professors after lecture hours.

Lo,  2sx1

The in:"ination was for great informelity between professor and stu- ;
dent aud bet: fellow professors btut the studedt feared tne pro- - ;
fessor and professor feared the student, on political grounds; 3
of course, and this made for a strainad relationship that emounted

to formality. The same was true as between fellow professors.

1, 25%1

Bs wouid be required U0 pul iR 8iX humlirsd hours sn ladrganic Coemi-
stry, sbout kalf of which would be analytical; four hundred hours in
Organic Chemistry; one hundred hours in Physical Chemistry; eud about

three hundred hours in Physics. .
LABORATORY INSTRUCTION

12, 25%1

TTaboratory instructicn wes given to groups of 2t to 3¢ students at
o time., They were rejuired tc put in sbout four hours each vwesk in
laboratery work. Grsdusts assiztants cupervised tha work aad advised
the studentw to the oxtent that they were sble. The squipment used
vas pitifully out cf date. Moat of it vas & hangover from the old
Czarist days. Frem 18 to 24 laboratory problams were given to the
students over a two yasr pericd.

EXAMINATIONS

13. \ 25%1
At the University of Kiev a combined oral and written oxamina- 29X 1

tion. The stuleni was required %o prepure written anavers to a set of
questions submitted to him by his profeesor. The professor, in turn
would orally examine the student on the basis of the answera he sub-
mitted in writing, BStudents wers orally examinod after each laborsa-

a tory problem so there were no iaboratory problems in the final examina-
tion. The lecture course usunlly ran £ros one t0 one and a half years.
A Tinal examination was given at tiie end of eacu. In the ekrly days of
the Communist regime|  |the 0ld Czarist system of grading, i.e., 25%1
"vary good", “good" "fair" and "unsatisfactory". Later s muerical
systen vas introduced with the highest erade starting at "5", which was
edual to "very good" and descending to 71", This latter grade vas the
professere indication that the student vas not puited to continue in
university wirk. :
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TEESIS

1k, ‘ ‘
Each student was giver a project (thesis) which hed to be completed
prior to graduaticn and defended in public. Projects were assigned
by the fTaculty but were not required to be published unless the stu-
dent werc seeking a postgraduate degree. Upon campletion of the pro-
Ject 1t was submitted to the faculty which decided whethoer or not it
was worth defending. If it wes, defense of the project was made be-
fore an open comaission to which everyone interested in the particu-
lar scicnce had the right to come. A special committee made up of
university faculty merbers and outside professors sat in judgement
of the defense. If e studert failed in his defense he was given the
ciioice of accepting a second class dipioma which qualified him es a
technician, .or 2pplying for the privilege of extending his studies
and making o second try in the fuiure.

FEQUIREMENT FOR GRADUATION

15,

The studant had to recelve sbout Zive thousand hours of instruction
over a period of five years, puss 2ll cf his courses with a grade of
faly ¢r better and suzcessfully defend a project (thesis) with o
grade of falr or better.

16.

ThsSTe Wore never oy rallures in The [inal axaminatione. Substandard
students were weeded out before they reached the finals. However,
there was gbout a 20 por cent ®zctor ln fncompletions, 1.0., students
who voluntarily resignsd or who werve dismiseed bocause of poor work.

ASSIGNMENT OF GRADUATES

17.

Tho area of assignment was vnlimited. It would depend on vhere train-
od men ware most nscded. This decision was made in Moscow ond tho stu-
dent had no cheles in the matter, There was no such thing o3 going
Jobless. 3Ivery successful graduate was nceded and there wes elways o
Job walting to bs Dilled,

1.

Aftar the university the student could go on to the scientific

tutes vhich were attached to the Academies of Science., A stu-
dent preperly recomnsnded by his faculty could matriculateons of
these institutes as an "Asplrant” for a professcrshiy in his chosen
field.
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